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Preface

This book contains 40 articles arranged in 20 pro and con pairs. Each pair
addresses a controversial issue in health and society, expressed in terms of a
question to draw the lines of debate more clearly.

Most of the questions that are included here relate to health topics of
modern concern, such as managed care, abortion, and drug use and abuse. The
authors of these articles take strong stands on specific issues and provide sup-
port for their positions. While we may not agree with a particular point of
view, each author clearly defines his or her stand on the issues.

This book is divided into six parts, with each containing related issues.
Each issue is preceded by an introduction, which sets the stage for the debate,
gives historical background on the subject, and provides a context for the
controversy. Each issue concludes with a postscript, which offers a summary
of the debate and some concluding observations and suggests further
readings on the subject. The postscript also raises further points because
most of the issues have more than two sides. At the back of the book is a
listing of all the contributors to this volume, which gives information on the
physicians, professors, journalists, theologians, and scientists whose views
are debated here.

Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Health and Society,
9th edition, is a tool to encourage critical thought on important health issues.
Readers should not feel confined to the views expressed in the articles. Some
readers may see important points on both sides of an issue and may con-
struct for themselves a new and creative approach, which may incorporate
the best of both sides or provide an entirely new vantage point for
understanding.

Changes to This Edition The ninth edition of Taking Sides: Clashing Views on
Controversial Issues in Health and Society includes some important changes from
previous editions. For other issues, I have kept the topic from the eighth edi-
tion but have replaced one or both of the selections to make the topic more
current or more clearly focus the controversy. As a result, there are a total of
6 new issues and 14 new articles. The introductions and postscripts have been
revised and updated.

Supplements An Instructor’s Manual with Test Questions (both multiple-choice
and essay) is available through the publisher for instructors using Taking Sides
in the classroom. Also available is a general guidebook, Using Taking Sides in the
Classroom, which discusses teaching techniques and methods for integrating
the pro-con approach of Taking Sides into any classroom setting.

Acknowledgments Special thanks to John, Diana, and Jordan. Also, thanks
to my colleagues at the State University of New York College at Brockport for
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all their helpful contributions. I was also assisted in preparing this edition by
the valuable suggestions from the adopters of Taking Sides who filled out
comment cards and questionnaires. Many of your recommendations were
incorporated into this edition. Finally, I appreciate the assistance of the staff at
CLS/McGraw Hill for all their help.

Eileen L. Daniel
State University of New York College at Brockport
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Health Insurance,” (2006). http://www.pnhp.org/ 4

NO: Ezekiel J. Emanuel, from “The Problem with Single-Payer
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should not be regulated any more than other unhealthy products and that
our relationships to food are too complex for the government to oversee.
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The late Cynthia Dailard, a senior public policy associate at the Guttmacher
Institute, argued that universal vaccination was needed because virtually
all cases of cervical cancer are linked to the human papillomavirus. Most
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