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Preface

This textbook is intended for introductory courses in linguistic theory for
undergraduate linguistics majors or first-year graduate students. Its aim is
to provide the students who have no previous knowledge of linguistics
with the background necessary to continue with courses in the core areas
of the field – phonetics, phonology, syntax, morphology, semantics. In
each part the book is concerned with discussing the underlying principles
of Universal Grammar common to all languages, showing how these are
revealed in language acquisition and in the specific grammars of the world’s
languages. Theoretical concepts are introduced through the analysis of a
wide set of linguistic data from Arabic to Zulu. By working through real
linguistic data, students will learn how to do linguistics. The interplay
between theory and data is highlighted in all the chapters. In addition to
the basic components of the grammar, the book includes discussion on
child language acquisition of the core components of the mental grammar.
This reflects the recognition that an understanding of the child’s ability to
acquire language is central to the theory of Universal Grammar.

The text is divided into four parts. Part I introduces the student to the
science of linguistics and presents a bird’s-eye view of the history of the
field and how we got to where we are today. Part II covers morphology
(chapter 2) and syntax (chapters 3–5) and the acquisition of morphology and
syntax (chapter 6). Part III covers semantics and the acquisition of mean-
ing (chapters 7–10), Part IV includes phonetics (chapter 11) and phonology
(chapters 12–14) and the acquisition of the sounds and sound patterns of
language (chapter 15).

Extensive problems are presented as exercises in each core chapter. As
students work through these exercises while reading the text, the basic
concepts and the empirical basis for the principles proposed are revealed.
Additional exercises follow each of the core chapters in each part. Refer-
ences for further reading follow each chapter, and an extensive glossary
and a general bibliography are also included.



The textbook can be used for either a quarter or a semester course. In a
shorter course, of say, 10 weeks, the instructor may decide not to assign
chapters 5, 9, and 14, chapters that contain enriched and ground-breaking
material which may be postponed for more advanced study. The chapters
on acquisition can be used independently in courses on language acquisi-
tion, as can other sections, as readings for graduate-level courses in the
specific sub-areas.

This textbook is a collective effort by the authors, all of whom were
faculty members in the UCLA Department of Linguistics at the time of
writing, a department that has a reputation for both excellent teaching and
research. All of us teach both undergraduate and graduate courses includ-
ing the course for which this textbook was written.

We would like to express our deep appreciation to all the students who
have read through our handouts and worked through our problems and
who should in many ways be considered co-authors of this textbook. We
are grateful to Philip Carpenter and Steve Smith of Blackwell Publishers
for the confidence they showed in the UCLA gang of twelve.

Finally, we acknowledge the huge debt that we believe linguistics owes
to Noam Chomsky. His pioneering research in transformational generative
grammar, in both syntax and phonology, and his vision of linguistics as a
central player in the new field of cognitive science, ushered in what has
come to be called the Cognitive Revolution. The questions that he raised
regarding the nature of language, the structure of the mental grammar,
and the problem of explaining how this system of knowledge is acquired
by children remain the central focus of our field and of this book.
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