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Preface

Tourism is increasingly viewed as an attractive development option for many
parts of the developing world. In some developing nations, it may in fact be the
only viable means of stimulating development. However, as developing countries
opt into this industry they face what is referred to in this book as a tourism–
development dilemma.

Developing nations are seeking the potential benefits of tourism, such as
increased income, foreign exchange, employment and economic diversification;
nevertheless, these developmental benefits may in fact fail to materialize. In enter-
ing this global competitive industry, developing countries may find tourism benefits
only the local élite or multinational corporations, or is achieved at significant
economic, social or environmental costs. The challenge in this dilemma is then
accepting or managing the negative outcomes of the tourism–development process
for the potential long-term benefits offered by tourism.

The purpose of this book is to explore the nature of the tourism–development
dilemma by investigating the challenges and opportunities facing developing
countries pursuing tourism as a development option. The book begins with an
examination of the nature of developing countries and why they are attracted to
such a volatile industry as a preferred development tool. It is important to consider
to what extent tourism can contribute to overall development broadly defined, and
so Chapter 1 also examines the evolution of developmental thought whereby
development is no longer tied solely to economic criteria. The second chapter
examines the nature of sustainable development and its relationship to tourism,
which has become a much-contested concept focusing not only on the physical
environment but also on the economic, social and cultural environment. This
chapter sets the stage for the remainder of the text by raising key issues, including
the influence of globalization on tourism (Chapter 3), the tourism planning and
development process (Chapter 4), community responses to tourism (Chapter 5),
consumption of tourism (Chapter 6), and an analysis of tourism impacts (Chapter
7). The concluding chapter draws together the main issues in the book, presenting a



tourism–development dilemma framework that illustrates the complexity of often-
interconnected forces at work in using tourism as a development tool. While it is
argued that there is a development imperative and a sustainable development
imperative, it is important to recognize the challenges of implementing the ideals
of sustainability in the context of the realities in the tourism industry in developing
countries.

The focus of the book is to present an introductory-level text that explores
the relationship between tourism and development, and it is designed in part to be
a successor to John Lea’s Tourism and Development in the Third World (1988),
originally published in the Routledge Introductions to Development series.
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