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Preface

This book emerged from a long-held belief by the editors and many other
academic observers that many tourism dynamics in the developing world are
quite different from those in the more affluent portions of the globe. The
editors have lived in, traveled around, and worked widely throughout the
developing world and have observed first hand many of these unique dimen-
sions of tourism. Both editors have a strong interest in cultural heritage and
have studied heritage issues in the developing world context on many occa-
sions. Based on an understanding of the different heritage and tourism
experiences in the less-developed world, this book was conceived. Our original
plan was to provide conceptual overviews of critical issues, challenges, and
opportunities in the heritage tourism context in developing regions and then
invite scholars who themselves are interested in heritage tourism and who live
in less-affluent countries of the world to contribute regional overviews to
highlight these crucial issues in their various regions. This “indigenous”
approach was considered the best way to understand the challenges and issues
facing heritage places in developing countries. Unfortunately, however, several
people were unable to contribute for various reasons, and new authors were
asked to fill in, some in the last hours of the project. We are grateful to them
and their willingness to work with us. Despite this glitch, we were able to put
together a successful collection of regional overviews that illustrate the
common problems and prospects of cultural heritage and tourism in the less-
affluent regions. The developing world is rich in awesome cultural resources
that have created and continue to create some of the most attractive tourist
destinations in the world.
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