
TOURISM AND CULTURAL CHANGE 13
Series Editors: Mike Robinson and Alison Phipps

Backpacker Tourism
Concepts and Profiles

Edited by

Kevin Hannam and Irena Ateljevic

CHANNEL VIEW PUBLICATIONS
Clevedon • Buffalo • Toronto



Contents
Preface. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .vii
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . viii
Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix

1 Introduction: Conceptualising and Profiling Backpacker
Tourism
Kevin Hannam and Irena Ateljevic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Part 1: Conceptualising Backpacker Tourism
2 Suspending Reality: An Exploration of Enclaves and

the Backpacker Experience
Julie Wilson and Greg Richards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

3 The Social Psychological Interface of Tourism and
Independent Travel
Petri Hottola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

4 Sustainability Research and Backpacker Studies:
Intersections and Mutual Insights
Phillip Pearce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

5 Are Backpackers Ethical Tourists?
Clare Speed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

6 The Lonely Planet Myth: ‘Backpacker Bible’ and
‘Travel Survival Kit’
Peter Welk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

7 Challenging the ‘Tourist-Other’ Dualism: Gender,
Backpackers and the Embodiment of Tourism Research
Erica Wilson and Irena Ateljevic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Part 2: Profiling Backpacker Tourism
8 ‘Van Tour’ and ‘Doing a Contiki’: Grand ‘Backpacker’

Tours of Europe
Jude Wilson, David Fisher and Kevin Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

9 Uncovering the International Backpackers to Malaysia
Lee Tze Ian and Ghazali Musa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

v



10 Exploring the Motivations of Backpackers: The Case of
South Africa
Christine Niggel and Angela Benson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

11 Study Backpackers: Australia’s Short-stay International
Student Travellers
Jeff Jarvis and Victoria Peel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157

12 Women as Backpacker Tourists: A Feminist Analysis of
Destination Choice and Social Identities from the UK
Linda Myers and Kevin Hannam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174

13 The Backpacking Journey of Israeli Women in Mid-life
Darya Maoz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

14 Intracommunity Tensions in Backpacker Enclaves:
Sydney’s Bondi Beach
Julie Wilson, Greg Richards and Ian MacDonnell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

15 Perceptions of Backpacker Accommodation Facilities:
A Comparative Study of Scotland and New Zealand
Jenny Cave, Maree Thyne and Chris Ryan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

16 Conclusion: Towards a Critical Agenda for
Backpacker Tourism
Irena Ateljevic and Kevin Hannam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282

vi Backpacker Tourism



Preface
This is the second volume of the ongoing research programme on
backpacking developed by the Backpacker Research Group (BRG) of the
Association for Tourism and Leisure Education (ATLAS). The BRG aims
to act as a platform for the discussion and debate between researchers of
backpacker travel worldwide. It follows on from the success of the first
volume The Global Nomad (Richards & Wilson, 2004) and seeks to further
shape this relatively new area of tourism research.

The idea for the book was initiated at a meeting at Kasetsart
University in Bangkok in September 2005 attended by 31 members of
the BRG including researchers from the UK, Germany, Spain, the
Netherlands, Finland, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Korea, Israel and
Malaysia. Drafts of the chapters contained in this volume were presented
at this three-day meeting and these generated continued discussion and
updates on the nature, meaning and significance of backpacker tourism.
The meeting also enabled feedback to be given to the contributors to this
volume and helped to develop the concept of the book.

This book, however, is not an exhaustive account of backpacker
tourism research and nor is it meant to be. There are clear areas of
theoretical, methodological and geographical research on backpacker
tourism still to be covered and we point to this in the concluding chapter
of the volume. Furthermore, at the time of writing new meetings of the
BRG are being planned in Malaysia and India. Information about the
ATLAS BRG activities can be found on the Internet (www.atlas-euro.org).

Kevin Hannam and Irena Ateljevic
Amsterdam and Sunderland, November 2006
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