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There is sufficient capacity and resources in the world to ensure 
adequate food and good nutrition for everyone. Nevertheless, in 
spite of progress made over the last two decades, an estimated 
840 million people still suffer from chronic hunger and two billion 
people worldwide are affected by micronutrient deficiencies. 
Among children, it is estimated that 171 million under five 
years of age are chronically malnourished (stunted), almost 
104 million are underweight, and about 55 million are acutely 
malnourished (wasted). Beyond the ethical dimensions of this 
complex problem, the human, social and economic costs to 
society at large are enormous in terms of lost productivity, health, 
well-being, decreased learning ability and reduced fulfillment of 
human potential.

The persistence of hunger and malnutrition is all the more hard 
to accept in the face of the major strides made in areas such as 
economic growth, science and technology, and food availability. 
Governments and stakeholders need to make a much stronger 
political commitment to the elimination hunger and malnutrition, 
which goes beyond declarations and announcements. Strong 
political commitment means that food security and nutrition 
objectives are fully factored into countries’ development policy, 
investment and programme frameworks; that gender gaps 
are effectively addressed; and that the required actions are 
adequately funded, implemented and coordinated. It also 
means that all relevant stakeholders are enabled to participate 
in inclusive and evidence-based dialogue around food security 
and nutrition policy processes and that transparent, rights-based 
institutional mechanisms are in place which enable people to 
realize their right to adequate food. 

Prerequisites for this to happen include the creation of a 
common understanding of food security and nutrition problems 
and solutions among decision-makers; the generation and use 
of reliable data and information on food security and nutrition 
in decision making processes; adequate capacities for policy 
analysis, planning and implementation; and the availability of 
effective accountability mechanisms with systematic progress 
monitoring and impact evaluation. 

Various policy processes at global, regional and country 
level to which governments and other stakeholders have 
expressed support and which include the reduction of hunger 
and malnutrition in their objectives offer important windows of 
opportunity for strengthening the commitment and capacities 
of stakeholders towards reducing hunger and malnutrition. 
The UN High-Level Task Force (HLTF) on the Global Food 
Security Crisis, the Secretary General’s Zero Hunger Challenge 
(ZHC), the Committee on World Food Security (CFS), Scaling 
Up Nutrition (SUN), and the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) constitute examples of 
such processes. FAO is intensifying its engagement with 
various global, regional and national partners to raise levels of 
commitment and strengthen countries’ capacities to eradicate 
hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition. In support of this, FAO 
developed a methodology to assess and track efforts of national 
stakeholders to act on food insecurity and malnutrition: the Food 
Security Commitment and Capacity Profile (FSCCP). The FSCCP 
can be applied by different stakeholders for the purpose of 
informing dialogue, of planning and prioritizing investments and 
of monitoring performance over time. Since 2013, the FSCCP 
has been an integral part of FAO’s new Results Framework and 
provides a tool for planning and regularly monitoring progress, 
both internally and externally with countries and partner 
organizations engaged in reducing hunger, food insecurity  
and malnutrition.
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