DESTINATION

SC igon

ADVENTURES IN VIETNAM
WALTER MASON

% inspired
LIVING

ALLEN&UNWIN




CONTENTS

Acknowledgements ix
Introduction xi
Map xv
Monks and Movie Stars 1
Hairdressers and Seamstresses 7
Consuming the Corpse Fruit 12
Telling Lies about Confucius 18
Jasper Prayer Beads 23
Latin Quarter 28
Mystical Hanoi 34
When Cheap isn’t Cheerful 41
The Towers of Binh Dinh 47
Ice Cream in Quy Nhon 53
Fish, Beer and Bananas 61
The Can Tho Feast of Asking 68
Don’t Pay the Ferryman’s Wife 73
Crazy Delta Dancing 78
Dad’s Place on the Mekong 84
Feeding the Chickens 87
Grandmother’s Secret 92
Tay Ninh O 97
Cao Dai 103
Dressing Up 109
Off to See the Black Lady M2
Feng Shui and Flower Arranging 120
The Furniture-breaking Demon 124
Forgotten Ancestors 131



WALTER MASON

Hello Kitty 136
Tattooed Dragon 139
Losing Hope in Hue 144
Our Lady of La Vang 148
Cinnamon City 154
Perfume River 162
Gentle Mother 165
Mr Buddha 169
Begrudging Compassion 174
Gas Masks and Goggles 178
The Hermit on the Hill 183
Pastel Pink and Porcelain 190
Patron Saint of Hairdressers 196
Café Society 200
Familiar Spies 205
Trysts and Dubious Treats 21
Salted Plums 215
Escape to Mui Ne 221
An Invitation to Party in the Old Market 225
Fishermen’s Karaoke 230
The Big Buddha of Phan Thiet 235
In Police Custody in Tra Vinh 242
Homeward Bound 247
Bibliography 251



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I'd like to thank my partner, Ngo Duc Thang, for his end-
less support and patience—without him, nothing would be
possible.

I am eternally grateful to my publisher, Maggie Hamilton,
a friend and teacher who saw my possibilities.

Many people in Vietnam extended so much kindness and
friendship: Kien N, my brother and best friend; the other Kien,
who knows who he is; Sister Truth, who tests me and makes
demands that strengthen me.

And Thich Nhat Hanh, truly a bodhisattva, whose gentle
wisdom has informed my life and spiritual vision for twenty
years.

Jan Cornall, one of the great writing teachers and a fascinat-
ing person to boot, inspired this book originally.

Finally I'd like to acknowledge Michael Dash and Justine
Lee, who have been waiting for this book since 1996, and ask-
ing for it constantly. Thanks for your patience and persistence.





