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The International Economic
Association

A non-profit organization with purely scientific aims, the International
Economic Association (IEA) was founded in 1950. It is a federation of
some sixty national economic associations in all parts of the world.
Its basic purpose is the development of economics as an intellectual
discipline, recognizing a diversity of problems, systems and values in
the world and taking note of methodological diversities.

The IEA has, since its creation, sought to fulfil that purpose by promot-
ing mutual understanding among economists through the organization
of scientific meetings and common research programmes, and by means
of publications on problems of fundamental as well as of current import-
ance. Deriving from its long concern to assure professional contacts
between East and West and North and South, the IEA pays special atten-
tion to issues of economies in systemic transition and in the course of
development. During its nearly fifty years of existence, it has organized
more than a hundred round-table conferences for specialists on topics
ranging from fundamental theories to methods and tools of analysis and
major problems of the present-day world. Participation in round tables
is at the invitation of a specialist programme committee, but thirteen
triennial World Congresses have regularly attracted the participation of
individual economists from all over the world.

The Association is governed by a Council, composed of representatives
of all member associations, and by a fifteen-member Executive Commit-
tee which is elected by the Council. The Executive Committee (2002–5)
at the time of the Lisbon Congress was:

President: Professor János Kornai, Hungary
Vice-President: Professor Bina Agarwal, India
Treasurer: Professor Jacob Frenkel, Israel
Past President: Professor Robert Solow, USA
President-elect: Professor Guillermo Calvo, Argentina
Other members: Professor Maria Augusztinovics, Hungary

Professor Eliana Cardoso, World Bank
Professor Duardo Engel, Chile
Professor Heba Handoussa, Egypt
Professor Michael Hoel, Norway
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Professor Andreu Mas Colell, Spain
Professor Kotaro Suzumura, Japan
Professor Alessandro Vercelli, Italy

Advisers: Professor Fiorella Kostoris Padoa Schioppa, Italy
Professor Vitor Constancio, Portugal

Secretary-General: Professor Jean-Paul Fitoussi, France
General Editor: Professor Michael Kaser, UK

Sir Austin Robinson was an active Adviser on the publication of IEA
Conference proceedings from 1954 until his final short illness in 1993.

The Association has also been fortunate in having secured many
outstanding economists to serve as President:

Gottfried Haberler (1950–3), Howard S. Ellis (1953–6), Erik Lindahl
(1956–9), E. A. G. Robinson (1959–62), Ugo Papi (1962–5), Paul A.
Samuelson (1965–8). Erik Lundberg (1968–71), Fritz Machlup (1971–4),
Edmund Malinvaud (1974–7), Shigeto Tsuru (1977–80), Victor L. Urquidi
(1980–3), Kenneth J. Arrow (1983–6), Amartya Sen (1986–9), Anthony B.
Atkinson (1989–92), Michael Bruno (1992–5), Jacques Drèze (1995–9)
and Robert M. Solow (1999–2002).

The activities of the Association are mainly funded from the subscrip-
tions of members and grants from a number of organizations. Support
from UNESCO since the Association was founded, and from its Inter-
national Social Science Council, is gratefully acknowledged, particularly
for specific help for the Lisbon Congress.
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