Giedre Valunaite Oleskeviciene -
Jolita Sliogeriene

Social Media Use
in Umiversity Studies

@ Springer



Contents

1 Social Media in University Studies: An Overview. . ............. 1
1.1 Theoretical Foundations of the Research . ............... ... 1
1.1.1 Complexity of Social Media Educational Use
in University Studies . .. ........... . ...... . ...... 1
1.1.2  Cultivating Insight: A Phenomenological Approach
to Education and Technology . . .................... 4
1.2 The Concept of Social Media . .......................... 10
1.2.1 Definition of “Social Media” ... ................... 10
1.2.2  Social Media in Education . . ................... ... 11
1.2.3 Integrating Social Media into the Study Process . ....... 18
1.3 Social Media and Emerging Changes in University Studies. . . . . . 22
1.3.1 Modernization of University Studies . . ............... 23
1.3.2 Learning Management Systems in University Studies . ... 27
1.3.3 Social Media Choices According to the Learning
ODbJeCtiVES . . . oo 29
1.4 Social Media and Emerging Educational Approaches
in University Studies ... ............. ..., 30
1.4.1 Social-Media-Generated Approaches to Teacher—Student
Interaction in University Studies. .. ................. 31
1.42 Flexible Learning. . . ... ....... . ... . ........... 35
2 Research Methodology . ................ .. ... ... ......... 39
2.1 Choice of Research Methodology . ....................... 39
2.2 Inductive Qualitative Research Procedures: Data Collection
and Data Analysis .. ... .. ... 40
2.3 Phenomenological Approach . ........................... 43
2.4 Research Procedures. . ... ... ... ... . ... ... ... ... .... 45
2.4.1 Research Procedures of the International Study . ... ... .. 45

2.4.2 Research Procedures of the Inductive Qualitative
Study with a Phenomenological Approach at Home
Institutions . . ... .. . 49

Xvii



Xviii Contents

3 Findings of the Research on Social Media Use in University

Studies . ... ... 53
3.1 Imternational Study . ... ... ... . ... .. ... ... 53
3.1.1 Findings of the International Study . . .. ........ ... .. 53
3.1.2 Key Emerging Contradictions. . . ................... 67
3.1.3 Emerging Positive Effects. . .. ............. ... ... .. 71
3.2 Inductive Qualitative Study with a Phenomenological
Approach at Home Institution . . .. ....................... 72

3.2.1 Findings of the Inductive Qualitative Study
with a Phenomenological Approach at Home

Institutions . . ... .. 73

3.2.2 Key Emerging Contradictions. . ... ................. 105

3.2.3 Emerging Positive Effects. . .. ........... ... ... .. .. 109

3.2.4 Phenomenological Existentials .. ................... 111

3.2.5 The Core Super-Ordinate Themes of the Phenomenon . ... 116
Conclusions . . . ... . 133
References . . .. ... ... .. 149



