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Part I: Discursive Design: In Theory

Theorizing Practice

Intention: What’s a Discursive 
Designer to Do?

Understanding: What’s a 
Discursive Designer to Know?

Message: What’s a Discursive 
Designer to Say?

Scenario: How Does a Discursive 
Designer Set the Stage for Discourse?

Artifact: What’s a Discursive 
Designer to Make?

Audience: To Whom Does a 
Discursive Designer Speak?

Context: How Does a Discursive  
Designer Disseminate?

Interaction: How Does a 
Discursive Designer Connect?

Impact: What Effect Can 
a Discursive Designer Have?

Conclusion

What’s Wrong with Discursive 
Design(ers) Today?

Where’s Discursive  
Design Headed?

Introduction

Why Write Such a Book?

Why Read Such a Book?

Background

So, What’s Wrong with Design?

What Is the Four-Fields  
Framework?

What Can and Can’t a Four-Field 
Approach Do?

Foundation

What Is Discourse, Discoursing, 
and Discursive Design?

What Isn’t Discursive Design?

How Do Discursive Objects  
Communicate—In Theory? 

How Do Discursive Objects  
Communicate—In Practice?

What Are the Domains of  
Discursive Design?
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Introduction

Introduction: In Practice

Discursive Designing: 
Nine Facets

Intention: In Practice

Understanding: In Practice

Message: In Practice

Scenario: In Practice

Artifact: In Practice

Audience: In Practice

Context: In Practice

Interaction: In Practice

Impact: In Practice
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Part II: Discursive Design: In Practice

Case Studies

Case Study: Global Futures Lab

Case Study: (Im)possible Baby

Case Study: Umbrellas for the  
Civil but Discontent Man
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