
Sarah Todd • Julie L. Drolet
Editors

Community Practice and
Social Development in
Social Work

With 7 Figures and 2 Tables



Contents

Part I Introduction and Defining the Field . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Sarah Todd and Julie L. Drolet

Part II Community Practices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

2 Engaging Youth in Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Uzo Anucha, Sinthu Srikanthan, and Rebecca Houwer

3 Asset-Based and Place-Based Community Development . . . . . . . . 41
Linda Kreitzer, Anne Harvey, and Jesse Orjasaeter

4 Community Practice in a Context of Precarious Immigration
Status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Jill Hanley, Jaime Lenet, and Sigalit Gal

5 Wise Indigenous Community Development Principles and
Practices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
Shelly Johnson, Ron Rice, and Jennifer Chuckry

6 Community Traditional Birth Attendants and Cultural Birthing
Practices in Nigeria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
Augusta Y. Olaore, Nkiruka Rita Ezeokoli, and Vickie B. Ogunlade

Part III Social Development Theory and Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

7 Social Protection and Social Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
James Midgley

8 From Development to Poverty Alleviation and the
Not-So-Sustainable Sustainable Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149
Mel Gray

9 Social Work and Environmental Advocacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171
Margaret Alston

xi



10 Community Development in Greening the Cities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189
Lena Dominelli

11 Disaster Response Through Community Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Robin L. Ersing

12 Anti-oppressive Community Work Practice and the Decolonization
Debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 223
Dorothee Hölscher and Sarah Chiumbu

Part IV International Comparative Perspectives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243

13 Revisiting Social Work with Older People in Chinese Contexts from
a Community Development Lens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245
Daniel W. L. Lai and Yongxin Ruan

14 Community Development Approaches, Activities, and Issues . . . . 263
Manohar Pawar

15 Community Practice and Social Development in Botswana . . . . . . 281
Rodreck Mupedziswa and Kefentse Kubanga

16 Critical Community Engagement Across Borders: Canada and
Nicaragua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301
Mirna E. Carranza, María Isolda Jiménez Peralta,
Luz Angelina López Herrera, and Martha Miuriel Suárez Soza

17 Social Change and Social Work in Mongolia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323
Bayartsetseg Terbish and Margot Rawsthorne

Part V Politics and Policy in Community Practice and Social
Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343

18 Community Development, Policy Change, and Austerity in Ireland 345
Catherine Forde

19 Community Practice and Social Development in a Global
World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363
Deborah Lynch

20 Environmental Injustices Faced by Resettled Refugees . . . . . . . . . 385
Meredith C. F. Powers and Christian Zik Nsonwu

21 “Seeing Everyone Do More Than Society Would Expect Them”:
Social Development, Austerity, and Unstable Resources in
South African Community Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 401
Donna Baines and Innocentia Kgaphola

22 Building Disaster-Resilient Communities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421
Bala Raju Nikku

xii Contents



23 Social Protection and Social Development in Swaziland . . . . . . . . 435
Clement N. Dlamini

Part VI Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455

24 Community Practice and Social Development Themes and
Implications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457
Julie L. Drolet and Sarah Todd

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 473

Contents xiii


