PSYCHOLOGY OF
RELIGION

Paul E. Johnson

Prorressor or PsycHorLocy oF RELIGION
Bosron UniversiTy

Abingdon-Cokesbury Press
New York o Nashville




Contents

I THE PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY OF RELIGION

I.Apj)rwcbingReligimz,................13
2. Historical Smrvey . v v v v oo o v 0 a0 v v e se 18
3. Points of View .. ........ e e ea . s 20
4. Data and Methods o v v v v v v is a0 o s een s 23
5. Religion and Persomality™. . . . . . ae o v e e s 28
I, RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE
1. Thresholds of Religious Awareness o o o « « s e oo 33
2. Interest, Need, and Worth . . . . .. b e v 38
3. Human Response to Divine Value .« « « .« . . )
4. Religions Emotion « « o « v v o o o - O 14
5. Types of Religious Experience . . « v o o e 0o v o 57
Il RELIGIOUS GROWTH '
1. Developing Religion . . « oo v v s o oo 0o o . 62
2. Religion of Childbood . ... .. . .. ceasae aiee 65
3.  Religion of Adolescerice . « v v v v oo st ven e 72
4. Religious Maturity . v« v o o v'u s O e 79
5. Experiment and Integration . « o o v oo oo v cne 83
IV. REGENERATIVE POWERS
1. Religion Dead or Alive? v o o o v o as s m vt vuve 88
2. Birth and Rebirth . . o oo v oo e vt v i 91
3, Conversion EXPeriences < ...'ve v as o oo v oo 97
4. Revivgl and Survival . « o« o v oo v oa v e 106. .

Y. PRAYER AND DEVOTION

1. Spontancous Prayer . « < s o o w s o oo o
2. Methods of Discipline . . v v oo v v v s s oo naie 114
3. Psychological Effects « < ve o s oo ns s awaevin 121

o B RS t{lé..;‘ﬂ',124'

- 4, Religious Devotion . « « « s+«

Ve ale 212



PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION

VI WORSHIP

1. The Search for God . . ... . ... e v e eeas 138
2. Forms and Symbols . . . ... ... e e . 146
30Why Worship? o v o v v v i i v ce ... 150
4. The Art of Worship . .« .. v oo v v o, R § 4
5. Learning to Worship « o v v v v vh v v vt .. 1863

VI THE PSYCHOLOGY OF BELIEF
1. The Psychological Conditions of Belief . . . ... . 167
2. The Problem of Doubt . . . . .'v v v o v o v n s .. 173
3. Religious Beliefs « . . .« . i v iin v v v u .. 176
4, Ideas of God .. ....... e e e .. 180
5. Functions of Faith .. .. ... . . s e s e 190

VII. RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR
1. Unconscious Motivation . .. ... . N 111
2. Religious Conduct . . .o . v i i e san 203
3. Character and Religious L’ducaz‘zmz e e e .. 208
4. Sin and Guilt ......... D . 214
5. Confession and Forgivemess . . v o v v s o4 . “a . 218
X, NORMAL PERSONALITY ’

1. What Is. Normal? . e n e T e e . 222
2. Health and. Wboleness e e Ere W e e S ies 226
3. Faith Healing and Miracles .. 0 00 00 . e 232
4. Therapeutic Services of Religion < ... .. Vv . 238
5. The Genius of Jesus.v o o i v . P v 244
X THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY :
R PermmmSocrety..f.;........f ..... oo 248
2. A Universal Community . . ... iv v 253
3. Religion as Co-operation . . . oo v.u' v o v L2358
. 4. The Social Function of the Church . . .. ... .. 261
(e Progress am’ Decfme Ce e e e L)L 268
BIBI_IOGRAPH.Y e 273

INDBX

281



