
INVESTING
WITH GIANTS
T r i e d  a n d  T r u e  S t o c k s  

T h a t  H a v e  S u s t a i n e d  
t h e  T e s t  o f  T i m e

Linda T. Mead

John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



vii

Contents

Foreword ix

Acknowledgments xi

Introduction xiii

PART ONE INVESTING PRELIMINARIES 1

CHAPTER ONE The Stock Market—Birth of a Concept 3

CHAPTER TWO The Indexes 9

CHAPTER THREE Back to Basics—The ABCs of Investing 21

CHAPTER FOUR The Annual Report—Part 1: Using 
the Annual Report 33

CHAPTER FIVE The Annual Report—Part 2: The Financials 45

CHAPTER SIX The Economy and the Stock Market 57

PART II A CENTURY OF INVESTING HISTORY 71

CHAPTER SEVEN Seeds of Ideas, Winds of Change—
The Second Industrial Revolution 
through the Turn of the Century 73

CHAPTER EIGHT World War I 83

CHAPTER NINE The 1920s 87

CHAPTER TEN The Great Depression 95

CHAPTER ELEVEN World War II 99

CHAPTER TWELVE The 1950s 103

CHAPTER THIRTEEN The 1960s 107

CHAPTER FOURTEEN The 1970s–1980s 111



CHAPTER FIFTEEN The 1990s into the New Millennium 129

APPENDIX I Investing Resources 141

APPENDIX II Annual Reports—Letters to Shareholders
through the Decades with Procter & Gamble 
and Johnson & Johnson 145

Glossary of Investing Terms 225

Index 249

viii INVESTING WITH GIANTS


