
Sociology
Sixteenth Edition

Global Edition

John J. Macionis
Kenyon College

Harlow, England • London • New York • Boston • San Francisco • Toronto • Sydney • Dubai • Singapore • Hong Kong  
Tokyo • Seoul • Taipei • New Delhi • Cape Town • Sao Paulo • Mexico City • Madrid • Amsterdam •  Munich • Paris • Milan



5

 Part I The Foundations  
of Sociology

 1 The Sociological Perspective 29

 2 Sociological Investigation 55

 Part II The Foundations  
of Society

 3 Culture 86

 4 Society 116

 5 Socialization  139

 6 Social Interaction in  
Everyday Life 163

 7 Groups and Organizations 186

 8 Sexuality and Society 210

 9 Deviance 238

 Part III Social Inequality

 10 Social Stratiication 269

 11 Social Class in the  
United States 292

 12 Global Stratiication 320

 13 Gender Stratiication 345

 14 Race and Ethnicity 374

 15 Aging and the Elderly 405

 Part IV Social Institutions

 16 The Economy and Work 430

 17 Politics and Government 454

 18 Families 482

 19 Religion 509

 20 Education 537

 21 Health and Medicine 562

 Part V Social Change

 22 Population, Urbanization,  
and Environment 588

 23 Collective Behavior and  
Social Movements 620

 24 Social Change: Traditional,  
Modern, and Postmodern  
Societies 646

Brief Contents



7

Contents

Boxes 17
Maps 18
Preface 20
About the Author 26

Part I The Foundations of Sociology

 1 The Sociological Perspective 29

The Power of Society to guide our choices in  

marriage partners 30

The Sociological Perspective 31

1.1: Explain how the sociological perspective  
differs from common sense.

SEEING THE GENERAL IN THE PARTICULAR 31

SEEING THE STRANGE IN THE FAMILIAR 32

SEEING SOCIETY IN OUR EVERYDAY LIVES 33

SEEING SOCIOLOGICALLY: MARGINALITY AND CRISIS 34

The Importance of a Global Perspective 35

1.2: State several reasons that a global perspective is 
important in today’s world.

Applying the Sociological Perspective 37

1.3: Identify the advantages of sociological thinking for 
developing public policy, for encouraging personal 
growth, and for advancing in a career.

SOCIOLOGY AND PUBLIC POLICY 37

SOCIOLOGY AND PERSONAL GROWTH 38

CAREERS: THE “SOCIOLOGY ADVANTAGE” 39

The Origins of Sociology 40

1.4: Link the origins of sociology to historical social 
changes.

SOCIAL CHANGE AND SOCIOLOGY 40

SCIENCE AND SOCIOLOGY 40

Sociological Theory 41

1.5: Summarize sociology’s major theoretical approaches.

THE STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL APPROACH 42

THE SOCIAL-CONFLICT APPROACH 43

FEMINISM AND GENDER-CONFLICT THEORY 44

RACE-CONFLICT THEORY 44

THE SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION APPROACH 46

Applying the Approaches: The Sociology of Sports 47

1.6: Apply sociology’s major theoretical approaches to 
the topic of sports.

THE FUNCTIONS OF SPORTS 47

SPORTS AND CONFLICT 47

SPORTS AS INTERACTION 49

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 51

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 52

Making the Grade 53

 2 Sociological Investigation 55

The Power of Society to influence our life chances 56

Basics of Sociological Investigation 58

2.1: Explain how scientific evidence often challenges 
common sense.

SCIENCE AS ONE TYPE OF TRUTH 58

COMMON SENSE VERSUS SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE 58

Three Ways to Do Sociology 59

2.2: Describe sociology’s three research orientations.

POSITIVIST SOCIOLOGY 59

INTERPRETIVE SOCIOLOGY 64

CRITICAL SOCIOLOGY 65

RESEARCH ORIENTATIONS AND THEORY 66

Issues Affecting Sociological Research 66

2.3: Identify the importance of gender and ethics  
in sociological research.

GENDER 66

RESEARCH ETHICS 67

RESEARCH METHODS 69

2.4: Explain why a researcher might choose each of 
sociology’s research methods.

TESTING A HYPOTHESIS: THE EXPERIMENT 69

ASKING QUESTIONS: SURVEY RESEARCH 70

IN THE FIELD: PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION 74

USING AVAILABLE DATA: EXISTING SOURCES 77

RESEARCH METHODS AND THEORY 80

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: TEN STEPS IN  

SOCIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 81

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 82

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 83

Making the Grade 84

Part II The Foundations of Society

 3 Culture 86

The Power of Society to guide our attitudes on  

social issues such as abortion 87

What Is Culture? 88

3.1: Explain the development of culture as a human 
strategy for survival.

CULTURE AND HUMAN INTELLIGENCE 90

CULTURE, NATION, AND SOCIETY 92

HOW MANY CULTURES? 92

The Elements of Culture 92

3.2: Identify common elements of culture.

SYMBOLS 92

LANGUAGE 94

VALUES AND BELIEFS 95



8 Contents

NORMS 97

IDEAL AND REAL CULTURE 98

MATERIAL CULTURE AND TECHNOLOGY 98

NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND CULTURE 99

Cultural Diversity: Many Ways of Life in One World 99

3.3: Discuss dimensions of cultural difference and 
cultural change.

HIGH CULTURE AND POPULAR CULTURE 99

SUBCULTURE 101

MULTICULTURALISM 101

COUNTERCULTURE 104

CULTURAL CHANGE 104

ETHNOCENTRISM AND CULTURAL RELATIVISM 105

A GLOBAL CULTURE? 107

Theories of Culture 108

3.4: Apply sociology’s macro-level theories to gain 
greater understanding of culture.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY:  

THE FUNCTIONS OF CULTURE 108

SOCIAL-CONFLICT THEORY: INEQUALITY AND CULTURE 109

FEMINIST THEORY: GENDER AND CULTURE 109

SOCIOBIOLOGY: EVOLUTION AND CULTURE 110

Culture and Human Freedom 111

3.5: Critique culture as limiting or expanding  
human freedom.

CULTURE AS CONSTRAINT 111

CULTURE AS FREEDOM 111

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 112

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 113

Making the Grade 114

 4 Society 116

The Power of Society to shape access to the Internet 117

Gerhard Lenski: Society and Technology 118

4.1: Describe how technological development  
has shaped the history of human societies.

HUNTING AND GATHERING SOCIETIES 119

HORTICULTURAL AND PASTORAL SOCIETIES 120

AGRARIAN SOCIETIES 121

INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES 122

POSTINDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES 123

THE LIMITS OF TECHNOLOGY 123

Karl Marx: Society and Conflict 123

4.2: Analyze the importance of class conflict  
to the historical development of  
human societies.

SOCIETY AND PRODUCTION 124

CONFLICT AND HISTORY 125

CAPITALISM AND CLASS CONFLICT 125

CAPITALISM AND ALIENATION 126

REVOLUTION 126

Max Weber: The Rationalization of Society 127

4.3: Demonstrate the importance of ideas to the 
development of human societies.

TWO WORLDVIEWS: TRADITION AND RATIONALITY 127

IS CAPITALISM RATIONAL? 129

WEBER’S GREAT THESIS: PROTESTANTISM AND CAPITALISM 129

RATIONAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 129

Emile Durkheim: Society and Function 131

4.4: Contrast the social bonds typical of  
traditional and modern societies.

STRUCTURE: SOCIETY BEYOND OURSELVES 131

FUNCTION: SOCIETY AS SYSTEM 131

PERSONALITY: SOCIETY IN OURSELVES 131

MODERNITY AND ANOMIE 132

EVOLVING SOCIETIES: THE DIVISION OF LABOR 132

Critical Review: Four Visions of Society 133

4.5: Summarize the contributions of Lenski, Marx,  
Weber, and Durkheim to our understanding  
of social change.

WHAT HOLDS SOCIETIES TOGETHER? 133

HOW HAVE SOCIETIES CHANGED? 133

WHY DO SOCIETIES CHANGE? 133

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 135

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 136

Making the Grade 137

 5 Socialization 139

The Power of Society to shape how much  

television we watch 140

Social Experience: The Key to Our Humanity 141

5.1: Describe how social interaction is the foundation of 
personality.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT: NATURE AND NURTURE 141

SOCIAL ISOLATION 142

Understanding Socialization 143

5.2: Explain six major theories of socialization.

SIGMUND FREUD’S ELEMENTS OF PERSONALITY 143

JEAN PIAGET’S THEORY OF COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 144

LAWRENCE KOHLBERG’S THEORY OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT 145

CAROL GILLIGAN’S THEORY OF GENDER AND MORAL 

DEVELOPMENT 145

GEORGE HERBERT MEAD’S THEORY OF THE SOCIAL SELF 146

ERIK H. ERIKSON’S EIGHT STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT 148

Agents of Socialization 148

5.3: Analyze how the family, school, peer groups,  
and the mass media guide the socialization  
process.

THE FAMILY 148

THE SCHOOL 150

THE PEER GROUP 150

THE MASS MEDIA 151

Socialization and the Life Course 153

5.4: Discuss how our society organizes  
human experience into distinctive stages  
of life.

CHILDHOOD 154

ADOLESCENCE 155

ADULTHOOD 155

OLD AGE 155

DEATH AND DYING 156

THE LIFE COURSE: PATTERNS AND VARIATIONS 157



Contents 9

Resocialization: Total Institutions 157

5.5: Characterize the operation of total institutions.

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 159

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 160

Making the Grade 161

 6 Social Interaction in Everyday Life 163

The Power of Society to guide the way we do social 

networking 164

Social Structure: A Guide to Everyday Living 165

6.1: Explain how social structure helps us to  
make sense of everyday situations.

Status 166

6.2: State the importance of status to social organization.

STATUS SET 166

ASCRIBED AND ACHIEVED STATUS 166

MASTER STATUS 166

Role 166

6.3: State the importance of role to social organization.

ROLE SET 167

ROLE CONFLICT AND ROLE STRAIN 168

ROLE EXIT 168

The Social Construction of Reality 168

6.4: Describe how we socially construct reality.

THE THOMAS THEOREM 170

ETHNOMETHODOLOGY 170

REALITY BUILDING: CLASS AND CULTURE 171

THE INCREASING IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 171

Dramaturgical Analysis: The “Presentation of Self” 172

6.5: Apply Goffman’s analysis to several familiar 
situations.

PERFORMANCES 172

NONVERBAL COMMUNICATION 173

GENDER AND PERFORMANCES 174

IDEALIZATION 174

EMBARRASSMENT AND TACT 175

Interaction in Everyday Life: Three Applications 176

6.6: Construct a sociological analysis of three aspects of 
everyday life: emotions, language, and humor.

EMOTIONS: THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF FEELING 176

LANGUAGE: THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF GENDER 177

REALITY PLAY: THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF HUMOR 179

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 182

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 183

Making the Grade 184

 7 Groups and Organizations 186

The Power of Society to link people into groups 187

Social Groups 188

7.1: Explain the importance of various types  
of groups to social life.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY GROUPS 188

GROUP LEADERSHIP 190

GROUP CONFORMITY 190

REFERENCE GROUPS 192

IN-GROUPS AND OUT-GROUPS 192

GROUP SIZE 193

SOCIAL DIVERSITY: RACE, CLASS, AND GENDER 193

NETWORKS 194

SOCIAL MEDIA AND NETWORKING 195

Formal Organizations 195

7.2: Describe the operation of large,  
formal organizations.

TYPES OF FORMAL ORGANIZATIONS 196

ORIGINS OF FORMAL ORGANIZATIONS 196

CHARACTERISTICS OF BUREAUCRACY 196

ORGANIZATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 197

THE INFORMAL SIDE OF BUREAUCRACY 197

PROBLEMS OF BUREAUCRACY 198

OLIGARCHY 199

The Evolution of Formal Organizations 200

7.3: Summarize the changes to formal  
organizations over the course of the last century.

SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT 200

THE FIRST CHALLENGE: RACE AND GENDER 200

THE SECOND CHALLENGE: THE JAPANESE  

WORK ORGANIZATION 201

THE THIRD CHALLENGE: THE CHANGING NATURE  

OF WORK 201

THE “MCDONALDIZATION” OF SOCIETY 203

THE FUTURE OF ORGANIZATIONS: OPPOSING TRENDS 204

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 206

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 207

Making the Grade 208

 8 Sexuality and Society 210

The Power of Society to shape our attitudes  

on social issues involving sexuality 211

Understanding Sexuality 212

8.1: Describe how sexuality is both a biological  
and a cultural issue.

SEX: A BIOLOGICAL ISSUE 213

SEX AND THE BODY 214

SEX: A CULTURAL ISSUE 214

THE INCEST TABOO 215

Sexual Attitudes in the United States 216

8.2: Explain changes in sexual attitudes  
in the United States.

THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION 217

THE SEXUAL COUNTERREVOLUTION 218

PREMARITAL SEX 219

SEX BETWEEN ADULTS 219

EXTRAMARITAL SEX 219

SEX OVER THE LIFE COURSE 220

Sexual Orientation 220

8.3: Analyze factors that shape sexual orientation.

WHAT GIVES US A SEXUAL ORIENTATION? 220

HOW MANY GAY PEOPLE ARE THERE? 221

THE GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT 222

TRANSGENDER 224



10 Contents

Sexual Issues and Controversies 224

8.4: Discuss several current controversies  
involving sexuality.

TEEN PREGNANCY 224

PORNOGRAPHY 225

PROSTITUTION 226

SEXUAL VIOLENCE: RAPE AND DATE RAPE 227

Theories of Sexuality 227

8.5: Apply sociology’s major theories to the topic  
of sexuality.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY 227

SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION THEORY 229

SOCIAL-CONFLICT AND FEMINIST THEORIES 230

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 234

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 235

Making the Grade 236

 9 Deviance 238

The Power of Society to affect the odds of being  

incarcerated for using drugs 239

What Is Deviance? 240

9.1: Explain how sociology addresses limitations of a 
biological or psychological approach to deviance.

SOCIAL CONTROL 240

THE BIOLOGICAL CONTEXT 241

PERSONALITY FACTORS 241

THE SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF DEVIANCE 242

Structural-Functional Theories: The Functions  

of Deviance 243

9.2: Apply structural-functional theories to the topic of 
deviance.

DURKHEIM’S BASIC INSIGHT 243

MERTON’S STRAIN THEORY 244

DEVIANT SUBCULTURES 245

Symbolic-Interaction Theories: Defining Deviance 246

9.3: Apply symbolic-interaction theories  
to the topic of deviance.

LABELING THEORY 246

THE MEDICALIZATION OF DEVIANCE 247

THE DIFFERENCE LABELS MAKE 247

SUTHERLAND’S DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION THEORY 248

HIRSCHI’S CONTROL THEORY 248

Theories of Class, Race, and Gender: Deviance  

and Inequality 249

9.4: Apply social-conflict theories to the topic  
of deviance.

DEVIANCE AND POWER 249

DEVIANCE AND CAPITALISM 249

WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 250

CORPORATE CRIME 250

ORGANIZED CRIME 251

RACE-CONFLICT THEORY: HATE CRIMES 251

FEMINIST THEORY: DEVIANCE AND GENDER 251

Crime 253

9.5: Identify patterns of crime in the United States  
and around the world.

TYPES OF CRIME 253

CRIMINAL STATISTICS 254

THE STREET CRIMINAL: A PROFILE 254

CRIME IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 257

The U.S. Criminal Justice System 259

9.6: Analyze the operation of the  
criminal justice system.

DUE PROCESS 259

POLICE 259

COURTS 260

PUNISHMENT 260

THE DEATH PENALTY 262

COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTIONS 263

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 265

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 266

Making the Grade 267

Part III Social Inequality

 10 Social Stratification 269

The Power of Society to affect life expectancy 270

What Is Social Stratification? 271

10.1: Identify four principles that underlie social 
stratification.

Caste and Class Systems 272

10.2: Apply the concepts of caste, class, and  
meritocracy to societies around the world.

THE CASTE SYSTEM 272

THE CLASS SYSTEM 273

CASTE AND CLASS: THE UNITED KINGDOM 275

ANOTHER EXAMPLE: JAPAN 276

CLASSLESS SOCIETIES? THE FORMER SOVIET UNION 277

CHINA: EMERGING SOCIAL CLASSES 278

Ideology: Supporting Stratification 279

10.3: Explain how cultural beliefs  
justify social inequality.

PLATO AND MARX ON IDEOLOGY 280

HISTORICAL PATTERNS OF IDEOLOGY 280

Theories of Social Inequality 281

10.4: Apply sociology’s major theories  
to the topic of social inequality.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY:  

THE DAVIS-MOORE THESIS 281

SOCIAL-CONFLICT THEORIES:  

KARL MARX AND MAX WEBER 282

SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION THEORY:  

STRATIFICATION IN EVERYDAY LIFE 284

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION: FACTS AND VALUES 285

Social Stratification and Technology:  

A Global Perspective 286

10.5: Analyze the link between a  
society’s technology and its social stratification.

HUNTING AND GATHERING SOCIETIES 286

HORTICULTURAL, PASTORAL, AND AGRARIAN SOCIETIES 286

INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES 286

THE KUZNETS CURVE 286



Contents 11

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 288

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 289

Making the Grade 290

 11 Social Class in the United States 292

The Power of Society to shape our  

changes of living in poverty 293

Dimensions of Social Inequality 294

11.1: Describe the distribution of  
income and wealth in the United States.

INCOME 294

WEALTH 295

POWER 295

OCCUPATIONAL PRESTIGE 296

SCHOOLING 296

U.S. Stratification: Merit and Caste 296

11.2: Explain how someone’s position  
at birth affects social standing later in life.

ANCESTRY 297

RACE AND ETHNICITY 297

GENDER 297

Social Classes in the United States 297

11.3: Describe the various social class positions  
in U.S. society.

THE UPPER CLASS 298

THE MIDDLE CLASS 299

THE WORKING CLASS 299

THE LOWER CLASS 300

The Difference Class Makes 300

11.4: Analyze how social class position affects health, 
values, politics, and family life.

HEALTH 301

VALUES AND ATTITUDES 301

POLITICS 301

FAMILY AND GENDER 303

Social Mobility 303

11.5: Assess the extent of social mobility  
in the United States.

RESEARCH ON MOBILITY 303

MOBILITY BY INCOME LEVEL 305

MOBILITY: RACE, ETHNICITY, AND GENDER 306

MOBILITY AND MARRIAGE 306

THE AMERICAN DREAM: STILL A REALITY? 306

THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THE U.S. CLASS STRUCTURE 307

Poverty and the Trend Toward Increasing Inequality 307

11.6: Discuss patterns of poverty and increasing  
economic inequality in the United States.

THE EXTENT OF POVERTY 308

WHO ARE THE POOR? 308

EXPLAINING POVERTY 309

THE WORKING POOR 310

HOMELESSNESS 312

THE TREND TOWARD INCREASING INEQUALITY 314

ARE THE VERY RICH WORTH THE MONEY? 314

CAN THE REST OF US GET AHEAD? 315

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 316

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 317

Making the Grade 318

 12  Global Stratification 320

The Power of Society to determine a child’s  

chance of survival to age five 321

Global Stratification: An Overview 323

12.1: Describe the division of the world into high-, 
middle-, and low-income countries.

A WORD ABOUT TERMINOLOGY 323

HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES 324

MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES 326

LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES 327

Global Wealth and Poverty 327

12.2: Discuss patterns and explanations  
of poverty around the world.

THE SEVERITY OF POVERTY 328

THE EXTENT OF POVERTY 329

POVERTY AND CHILDREN 330

POVERTY AND WOMEN 331

SLAVERY 331

EXPLANATIONS OF GLOBAL POVERTY 333

Theories of Global Stratification 333

12.3: Apply sociological theories to the  
topic of global inequality.

MODERNIZATION THEORY 334

DEPENDENCY THEORY 336

THE FUTURE OF GLOBAL STRATIFICATION 339

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 341

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 342

Making the Grade 343

 13 Gender Stratification 345

The Power of Society to guide our life choices 346

Gender and Inequality 347

13.1: Describe the ways in which society  
creates gender stratification.

MALE-FEMALE DIFFERENCES 347

GENDER IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 348

PATRIARCHY AND SEXISM 349

Gender and Socialization 351

13.2: Explain the importance of gender to socialization.

GENDER AND THE FAMILY 351

GENDER AND THE PEER GROUP 352

GENDER AND SCHOOLING 352

GENDER AND THE MASS MEDIA 352

Gender and Social Stratification 353

13.3: Analyze the extent of gender inequality  
in various social institutions.

WORKING WOMEN AND MEN 354

GENDER AND UNEMPLOYMENT 355

GENDER, INCOME, AND WEALTH 355

HOUSEWORK: WOMEN’S “SECOND SHIFT” 356

GENDER AND EDUCATION 356

GENDER AND POLITICS 357



12 Contents

GENDER AND THE MILITARY 358

ARE WOMEN A MINORITY? 359

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 359

VIOLENCE AGAINST MEN 359

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 360

PORNOGRAPHY 362

Theories of Gender 362

13.4: Apply sociology’s major theories to gender 
stratification.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY 362

SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION THEORY 363

SOCIAL-CONFLICT THEORY 364

INTERSECTION THEORY 365

Feminism 366

13.5: Contrast liberal, radical, and  
socialist feminism.

BASIC FEMINIST IDEAS 366

TYPES OF FEMINISM 367

PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR FEMINISM 368

GENDER: LOOKING AHEAD 369

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 370

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 371

Making the Grade 372

 14 Race and Ethnicity 374

The Power of Society to shape political attitudes 375

The Social Meaning of Race and Ethnicity 376

14.1: Explain the social construction of  
race and ethnicity.

RACE 376

ETHNICITY 378

MINORITIES 379

Prejudice and Stereotypes 380

14.2: Describe the extent and  
causes of prejudice.

MEASURING PREJUDICE: THE SOCIAL DISTANCE SCALE 382

RACISM 383

THEORIES OF PREJUDICE 383

Discrimination 384

14.3: Distinguish discrimination from prejudice.

INSTITUTIONAL PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION 385

PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION: THE VICIOUS CIRCLE 385

Majority and Minority: Patterns of Interaction 385

14.4: Identify examples of pluralism, assimilation, 
segregation, and genocide.

PLURALISM 385

ASSIMILATION 386

SEGREGATION 386

GENOCIDE 387

Race and Ethnicity in the United States 387

14.5: Assess the social standing of racial  
and ethnic categories of U.S. society.

NATIVE AMERICANS 388

WHITE ANGLO-SAXON PROTESTANTS 390

AFRICAN AMERICANS 390

ASIAN AMERICANS 392

HISPANIC AMERICANS/LATINOS 396

ARAB AMERICANS 397

WHITE ETHNIC AMERICANS 398

RACE AND ETHNICITY: LOOKING AHEAD 399

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 401

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 402

Making the Grade 403

 15 Aging and the Elderly 405

The Power of Society to shape caregiving for  

older people 406

The Graying of the United States 407

15.1: Explain the increasing share of elderly  
people in modern societies.

BIRTH RATE: GOING DOWN 408

LIFE EXPECTANCY: GOING UP 408

AN AGING SOCIETY: CULTURAL CHANGE 409

THE “YOUNG OLD” AND THE “OLD OLD” 410

Growing Old: Biology and Culture 410

15.2: Describe age stratification  
in global context.

BIOLOGICAL CHANGES 410

PSYCHOLOGICAL CHANGES 410

AGING AND CULTURE 411

AGE STRATIFICATION: A GLOBAL SURVEY 411

Transitions and Challenges of Aging 413

15.3: Discuss problems related to aging.

FINDING MEANING 413

SOCIAL ISOLATION 414

RETIREMENT 414

AGING AND POVERTY 415

CAREGIVING 417

AGEISM 417

THE ELDERLY: A MINORITY? 418

Theories of Aging 418

15.4: Apply sociology’s major theories  
to the topic of aging.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY: AGING  

AND DISENGAGEMENT 418

SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION THEORY: AGING AND ACTIVITY 419

SOCIAL-CONFLICT AND FEMINIST THEORIES:  

AGING AND INEQUALITY 419

Death and Dying 420

15.5: Analyze changing attitudes about  
the end of life.

HISTORICAL PATTERNS OF DEATH 421

THE MODERN SEPARATION OF LIFE AND DEATH 421

ETHICAL ISSUES: CONFRONTING DEATH 421

BEREAVEMENT 422

AGING: LOOKING AHEAD 424

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 426

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 427

Making the Grade 428



Contents 13

Part IV Social Institutions

 16 The Economy and Work 430

The Power of Society to shape our choices in jobs 431

The Economy: Historical Overview 432

16.1: Summarize historical changes  
to the economy.

THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION 433

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 433

THE INFORMATION REVOLUTION AND  

POSTINDUSTRIAL SOCIETY 433

SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY 434

THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 434

ECONOMIC SYSTEMS: PATHS TO JUSTICE 436

16.2: Assess the operation of capitalist and socialist 
economies.

CAPITALISM 436

SOCIALISM 437

WELFARE CAPITALISM AND STATE CAPITALISM 438

RELATIVE ADVANTAGES OF CAPITALISM AND SOCIALISM 438

CHANGES IN SOCIALIST AND CAPITALIST COUNTRIES 439

Work in the Postindustrial U.S. Economy 440

16.3: Analyze patterns of employment  
and unemployment in the United States.

THE DECLINE OF AGRICULTURAL WORK 440

FROM FACTORY WORK TO SERVICE WORK 440

THE DUAL LABOR MARKET 440

LABOR UNIONS 440

PROFESSIONS 442

SELF-EMPLOYMENT 443

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDEREMPLOYMENT 444

THE “JOBLESS RECOVERY” 445

THE UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 445

WORKPLACE DIVERSITY: RACE AND GENDER 446

NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND WORK 447

Corporations 447

16.4: Discuss the importance of  
corporations to the U.S. economy.

ECONOMIC CONCENTRATION 448

CONGLOMERATES AND CORPORATE LINKAGES 448

CORPORATIONS: ARE THEY COMPETITIVE? 448

CORPORATIONS AND THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 448

THE ECONOMY: LOOKING AHEAD 449

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 450

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 451

Making the Grade 452

 17 Politics and Government 454

The Power of Society to shape voting patterns 455

Power and Authority 456

17.1: Distinguish traditional, rational-legal, and 
charismatic authority.

TRADITIONAL AUTHORITY 457

RATIONAL-LEGAL AUTHORITY 457

CHARISMATIC AUTHORITY 457

Politics in Global Perspective 458

17.2: Compare monarchy and democracy as well as 
authoritarian and totalitarian political systems.

MONARCHY 458

DEMOCRACY 458

AUTHORITARIANISM 460

TOTALITARIANISM 461

A GLOBAL POLITICAL SYSTEM? 462

Politics in the United States 462

17.3: Analyze economic and social issues using the 
political spectrum.

U.S. CULTURE AND THE RISE OF THE WELFARE STATE 462

THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM 462

SPECIAL-INTEREST GROUPS AND CAMPAIGN SPENDING 464

VOTER APATHY 465

SHOULD CONVICTED CRIMINALS VOTE? 467

Theories of Power in Society 467

17.4: Apply the pluralist, power-elite, and Marxist 
models to the U.S. political system.

THE PLURALIST MODEL: THE PEOPLE RULE 467

THE POWER-ELITE MODEL: A FEW PEOPLE RULE 468

THE MARXIST MODEL: THE SYSTEM IS BIASED 468

Power beyond the Rules 469

17.5: Describe causes of both revolution  
and terrorism.

REVOLUTION 469

TERRORISM 470

War and Peace 471

17.6: Identify factors encouraging war or peace.

THE CAUSES OF WAR 472

SOCIAL CLASS, GENDER, AND THE MILITARY 472

IS TERRORISM A NEW KIND OF WAR? 474

THE COSTS AND CAUSES OF MILITARISM 474

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 475

MASS MEDIA AND WAR 475

PURSUING PEACE 475

POLITICS: LOOKING AHEAD 476

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 478

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 479

Making the Grade 480

 18 Families 482

The Power of Society to affect the odds that  

a marriage will end in divorce 483

Families: Basic Concepts and Global Variations 484

18.1: Describe families and how they differ around the 
world.

MARRIAGE PATTERNS 485

RESIDENTIAL PATTERNS 487

PATTERNS OF DESCENT 488

PATTERNS OF AUTHORITY 488

Theories of the Family 488

18.2: Apply sociology’s major theories to family life.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY:  

FUNCTIONS OF THE FAMILY 488



14 Contents

SOCIAL-CONFLICT AND FEMINIST THEORIES:  

INEQUALITY AND THE FAMILY 489

MICRO-LEVEL THEORIES: CONSTRUCTING FAMILY LIFE 490

Stages of Family Life 490

18.3: Analyze changes in the family over the life course.

COURTSHIP 491

SETTLING IN: IDEAL AND REAL MARRIAGE 491

CHILD REARING 491

THE FAMILY IN LATER LIFE 492

U.S. Families: Class, Race, and Gender 493

18.4: Explain how class, race, and  
gender shape family life.

SOCIAL CLASS 493

ETHNICITY AND RACE 494

GENDER 495

Transitions and Problems in Family Life 497

18.5: Analyze the effects of divorce, remarriage,  
and violence on family life.

DIVORCE 497

REMARRIAGE AND BLENDED FAMILIES 499

FAMILY VIOLENCE 500

Alternative Family Forms 500

18.6: Describe the diversity of family  
life in the United States.

ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 500

COHABITATION 501

GAY AND LESBIAN COUPLES 501

SINGLEHOOD 502

EXTENDED FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS 502

NEW REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES AND FAMILIES 503

FAMILIES: LOOKING AHEAD 503

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 505

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 506

Making the Grade 507

 19 Religion 509

The Power of Society to shape our values and beliefs 510

Religion: Concepts and Theories 511

19.1: Apply sociology’s major theories to religion.

RELIGION AND SOCIOLOGY 512

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY:  

FUNCTIONS OF RELIGION 512

SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION THEORY:  

CONSTRUCTING THE SACRED 513

SOCIAL-CONFLICT THEORY: INEQUALITY AND RELIGION 513

FEMINIST THEORY: GENDER AND RELIGION 513

Religion and Social Change 515

19.2: Discuss the links between religion  
and social change.

MAX WEBER: PROTESTANTISM AND CAPITALISM 515

LIBERATION THEOLOGY 515

Types of Religious Organizations 515

19.3: Distinguish among church, sect, and cult.

CHURCH 515

SECT 516

CULT 517

Religion in History and Around the World 517

19.4: Contrast religious patterns around the world.

RELIGION IN PREINDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES 517

RELIGION IN INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES 518

WORLD RELIGIONS 518

CHRISTIANITY 518

ISLAM 519

JUDAISM 520

HINDUISM 522

BUDDHISM 523

CONFUCIANISM 524

RELIGION: EAST AND WEST 524

Religious Trends in the United States 524

19.5: Analyze patterns of religiosity in the United States.

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 525

RELIGIOSITY 526

RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY: CLASS, ETHNICITY, AND RACE 527

SECULARIZATION 528

CIVIL RELIGION 529

“NEW AGE” SEEKERS: SPIRITUALITY WITHOUT  

FORMAL RELIGION 529

RELIGIOUS REVIVAL: “GOOD OLD-TIME RELIGION” 530

RELIGION: LOOKING AHEAD 532

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 533

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 534

Making the Grade 535

 20 Education 537

The Power of Society to open the door to college 538

Education: A Global Survey 539

20.1: Compare schooling in high-, middle-,  
and low-income societies.

SCHOOLING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 539

SCHOOLING IN INDIA 540

SCHOOLING IN JAPAN 540

SCHOOLING IN GREAT BRITAIN 541

SCHOOLING IN THE UNITED STATES 542

The Functions of Schooling 542

20.2: Apply structural-functional theory to schooling.

SOCIALIZATION 543

CULTURAL INNOVATION 543

SOCIAL INTEGRATION 543

SOCIAL PLACEMENT 543

LATENT FUNCTIONS OF SCHOOLING 543

Schooling and Social Interaction 543

20.3: Apply social-interaction theory to schooling.

THE SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY 543

Schooling and Social Inequality 544

20.4: Apply social-conflict theory to schooling.

SOCIAL CONTROL 545

STANDARDIZED TESTING 545

SCHOOL TRACKING 545

INEQUALITY AMONG SCHOOLS 545

ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION 548

GREATER OPPORTUNITY: EXPANDING HIGHER EDUCATION 549



Contents 15

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 549

PRIVILEGE AND PERSONAL MERIT 550

Problems in the Schools 550

20.5: Discuss dropping out, violence, and  
other problems facing today’s schools.

DISCIPLINE AND VIOLENCE 550

STUDENT PASSIVITY 551

DROPPING OUT 551

ACADEMIC STANDARDS 552

GRADE INFLATION 553

Current Issues in U.S. Education 553

20.6: Summarize the debate over the  
performance of U.S. schools.

SCHOOL CHOICE 553

HOME SCHOOLING 554

SCHOOLING PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 555

ADULT EDUCATION 555

THE TEACHER SHORTAGE 555

SCHOOLING: LOOKING AHEAD 556

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 558

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 559

Making the Grade 560

 21 Health and Medicine 562

The Power of Society to shape patterns of health 563

What Is Health? 564

21.1: Explain how patterns of health  
are shaped by society.

HEALTH AND SOCIETY 564

Health: A Global Survey 565

21.2: Contrast patterns of health in low-  
and high-income countries.

HEALTH IN LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES 565

HEALTH IN HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES 565

Health in the United States 566

21.3: Analyze how race, class, gender,  
and age are linked to health.

WHO IS HEALTHY? AGE, GENDER, CLASS, AND RACE 566

CIGARETTE SMOKING 567

EATING DISORDERS 569

OBESITY 569

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES 571

ETHICAL ISSUES SURROUNDING DEATH 573

The Medical Establishment 574

21.4: Compare the medical systems in  
nations around the world.

THE RISE OF SCIENTIFIC MEDICINE 574

HOLISTIC MEDICINE 575

PAYING FOR MEDICAL CARE: A GLOBAL SURVEY 576

PAYING FOR MEDICAL CARE: THE UNITED STATES 577

THE NURSING SHORTAGE 578

Theories of Health and Medicine 579

21.5: Apply sociology’s major theories  
to health and medicine.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY: ROLE ANALYSIS 579

SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION THEORY:  

THE MEANING OF HEALTH 580

SOCIAL-CONFLICT AND FEMINIST THEORIES:  

INEQUALITY AND HEALTH 581

HEALTH AND MEDICINE: LOOKING AHEAD 582

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 584

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 585

Making the Grade 586

Part V Social Change

 22 Population, Urbanization, 
and Environment 588

The Power of Society to shape our view of  

global warming 589

Demography: The Study of Population 590

22.1: Explain the concepts of fertility, mortality, and 
migration, and how they affect population size.

FERTILITY 590

MORTALITY 591

MIGRATION 592

POPULATION GROWTH 593

POPULATION COMPOSITION 594

History and Theory of Population Growth 594

22.2: Analyze population trends using  
Malthusian theory and demographic  
transition theory.

MALTHUSIAN THEORY 595

DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION THEORY 595

GLOBAL POPULATION TODAY: A BRIEF SURVEY 596

Urbanization: The Growth of Cities 597

22.3: Summarize patterns of urbanization  
in the United States and around the world.

THE EVOLUTION OF CITIES 598

THE GROWTH OF U.S. CITIES 598

SUBURBS AND URBAN DECLINE 599

POSTINDUSTRIAL SUNBELT CITIES 599

MEGALOPOLIS: THE REGIONAL CITY 600

EDGE CITIES 600

CHANGES TO RURAL AREAS 601

Urbanism as a Way of Life 601

22.4: Identify the contributions of Tönnies,  
Durkheim, Simmel, Park, Wirth, and Marx  
to our understanding of urban life.

FERDINAND TÖNNIES: GEMEINSCHAFT AND  

GESELLSCHAFT 602

EMILE DURKHEIM: MECHANICAL AND  

ORGANIC SOLIDARITY 602

GEORG SIMMEL: THE BLASÉ URBANITE 602

THE CHICAGO SCHOOL: ROBERT PARK AND LOUIS WIRTH 603

URBAN ECOLOGY 603

URBAN POLITICAL ECONOMY 604

Urbanization in Poor Nations 605

22.5: Describe the third urban revolution now  
under way in poor societies.



Environment and Society 606

22.6: Analyze current environmental  
problems such as pollution  
and global warming.

THE GLOBAL DIMENSION 606

TECHNOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFICIT 607

CULTURE: GROWTH AND LIMITS 607

SOLID WASTE: THE DISPOSABLE SOCIETY 608

WATER AND AIR 610

THE RAIN FORESTS 611

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE 612

DECLINING BIODIVERSITY 612

ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM 613

TOWARD A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY AND WORLD 614

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 616

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 617

Making the Grade 618

 23 Collective Behavior and  
Social Movements 620

The Power of Society to encourage or discourage  

participation in social movements 621

Studying Collective Behavior 622

23.1: Distinguish various types  
of collective behavior.

Localized Collectivities: Crowds 623

23.2: Identify five types of crowds and  
three explanations of crowd behavior.

MOBS AND RIOTS 624

CROWDS, MOBS, AND SOCIAL CHANGE 625

THEORIES OF CROWD BEHAVIOR 625

Dispersed Collectivities: Mass Behavior 626

23.3: Describe rumor, disasters, and  
other types of mass behavior.

RUMOR AND GOSSIP 626

PUBLIC OPINION AND PROPAGANDA 627

FASHIONS AND FADS 628

PANIC AND MASS HYSTERIA 628

DISASTERS 629

Social Movements 631

23.4: Analyze the causes and consequences  
of social movements.

TYPES OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 631

CLAIMS MAKING 632

EXPLAINING SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 632

GENDER AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 639

STAGES IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 639

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND SOCIAL CHANGE 640

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS: LOOKING AHEAD 640

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 642

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 643

Making the Grade 644

 24 Social Change: Traditional, Modern, 
and Postmodern Societies 646

The Power of Society to shape our view of science 647

What Is Social Change? 648

24.1: State four defining characteristics  
of social change.

Causes of Social Change 649

24.2: Explain how culture, conflict, ideas,  
and population patterns direct social change.

CULTURE AND CHANGE 649

CONFLICT AND CHANGE 650

IDEAS AND CHANGE 650

DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE 650

Visions of Modernity 651

24.3: Apply the ideas of Tönnies, Durkheim,  
Weber, and Marx to our understanding  
of modernity.

FOUR DIMENSIONS OF MODERNIZATION 651

FERDINAND TÖNNIES: THE LOSS OF COMMUNITY 652

EMILE DURKHEIM: THE DIVISION OF LABOR 654

MAX WEBER: RATIONALIZATION 655

KARL MARX: CAPITALISM 656

Theories of Modernity 656

24.4: Contrast analysis of modernity as  
mass society and as class society.

STRUCTURAL-FUNCTIONAL THEORY:  

MODERNITY AS MASS SOCIETY 656

SOCIAL-CONFLICT THEORY:  

MODERNITY AS CLASS SOCIETY 658

MODERNITY AND THE INDIVIDUAL 659

MODERNITY AND PROGRESS 661

MODERNITY: GLOBAL VARIATION 663

Postmodernity 663

24.5: Discuss postmodernism as  
one type of social criticism.

Modernization and Our Global Future 664

24.6: Evaluate possible directions of future  
social change.

Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life 665

Seeing Sociology in Your Everyday Life 666

Making the Grade 667

Glossary 669

References 675

Credits 705

Author Index 711

Subject Index 717

Society in History: A Timeline 737

16 Contents


