
How Children
Learn Language

W I L L I A M O ’ G R A DY
University of Hawaii



Contents

Acknowledgments page viii

1 Small talk 1

2 The great word hunt 7

3 What’s the meaning of this? 40

4 Words all in a row 80

5 What sentences mean 114

6 Talking the talk 143

7 How do they do it? 164

Appendix 1 Keeping a diary and making tape recordings 198
Appendix 2 The sounds of English 204
Notes 207
References 218
Index 238

vii


